
FAQS - Pennington Smart Patch Dense Shade Mix 

1. Q: What is Pennington Smart Patch Dense Shade, and what does it include? 
A: Pennington Smart Patch Dense Shade is a 3-in-1 bare spot repair kit that combines grass 
seed, mulch, and fertilizer in a single product. It is specifically formulated for shaded lawn 
areas and is designed to make lawn repair simple without needing to purchase separate 
components. The all-in-one mix is engineered to grow thick, dense grass in areas that 
receive full to moderate shade. 

2. Q: How much area does Smart Patch Dense Shade cover? 
A: The 5 lb. jug of Pennington Smart Patch Dense Shade covers up to 100 square feet and 
the 10 lb. bag covers up to 200 square feet. This makes it well-suited for repairing multiple 
bare spots or one larger shaded area in a single application. Always measure your bare 
spots before purchasing to ensure you have enough product for complete coverage. 

3. Q: Is Smart Patch Dense Shade designed for full shade or partial shade? 
A: Pennington Smart Patch Dense Shade is best suited for full shade conditions, making it 
ideal for the most heavily shaded areas of a lawn. It is specifically optimized to establish 
grass where sunlight is limited or nearly absent. If your yard receives partial shade rather 
than dense shade, a sun-and-shade blend may also be worth considering. 

4. Q: How long does Smart Patch Dense Shade take to germinate and show growth? 
A: Smart Patch grass seed can show growth in as little as 5 days under ideal conditions. 
Dense shade grass seed blends may take slightly longer to fully establish compared to 
standard blends, since they are engineered for low-light environments where germination 
naturally proceeds at a measured pace. Consistent moisture during the germination period 
is important to achieving the fastest possible results. 

5. Q: Does dense shade grass seed take longer to germinate than regular grass seed? 
A: Yes, dense shade grass seed blends can take slightly longer to establish than standard 
grass seed mixes. This is because shade-tolerant varieties are bred to survive in low-light 
conditions, which can slow initial growth compared to sun-loving grasses. However, once 
established, these grasses are well-adapted to thrive where other varieties would struggle 
or fail. 

6. Q: What are the three components included in Smart Patch Dense Shade? 
A: Pennington Smart Patch Dense Shade is a 3-in-1 product that includes grass seed, 
mulch, and fertilizer — everything needed for bare spot repair in one bag. The mulch helps 
retain moisture around the seed, while a tackifier creates a binding layer that helps keep 
seed in place on slopes and hills. The fertilizer provides early nutrients to support seeding 
establishment, making it a convenient alternative to buying and applying three separate 
lawn repair products. 

7. Q: Can Smart Patch Dense Shade handle foot traffic after it grows in? 
A: Yes, Pennington Smart Patch Dense Shade is formulated to produce a lawn that can 
handle foot traffic once it is established. The product is designed to grow a quick, dense 



lawn in shaded areas that holds up to regular use. Allow sufficient time for the grass to fully 
establish before resuming heavy foot traffic to ensure the best long-term results. 

8. Q: How do I get grass to grow in a dense shade area using Smart Patch? 
A: To grow grass in a dense shade area, apply Pennington Smart Patch Dense Shade 
directly to bare spots, as the product contains grass seed, mulch, and fertilizer in one 
ready-to-use mix. Rake or loosen the soil surface before application to improve seed-to-soil 
contact, then water the area regularly to keep the seed moist during germination. The 
product is specifically engineered for full shade conditions, making it one of the most 
targeted solutions for heavily shaded bare spots. 

9. Q: Is October too late to apply Smart Patch Dense Shade grass seed? 
A: Grass seed can generally be planted up to around October 15 with reasonable success, 
though September is considered the ideal fall seeding window. For best results, apply 
Smart Patch Dense Shade when daytime air temperatures are consistently between 60–
75°F, which supports optimal seed germination and establishment. Planting after mid-
October increases the risk that seedlings will not have enough time to establish before 
winter conditions arrive. 

10. Q: Is Pennington Smart Patch Dense Shade a good choice for bare spots under trees? 
A: Yes, Pennington Smart Patch Dense Shade is well-suited for repairing bare spots under 
trees, where dense shade makes it difficult for standard grass seed to establish. The 
product's shade-tolerant seed blend is specifically optimized for low-light growing 
conditions commonly found beneath tree canopies. The included mulch also helps retain 
moisture in areas where tree roots may compete with new grass for water. 

11. Q: How does Smart Patch Dense Shade compare to Pennington Smart Seed Dense Shade? 
A: Smart Patch Dense Shade is a 3-in-1 bare spot repair kit that includes grass seed, mulch, 
and fertilizer together in one bag, making it ideal for targeted repair of specific bare or thin 
areas in shady lawns. Pennington Smart Seed Dense Shade, by contrast, is a standalone 
grass seed product intended for broader lawn seeding or overseeding applications. If you 
are repairing specific bare spots in a shaded lawn rather than seeding a large area, Smart 
Patch is the more convenient choice. 

12. Q: Can Smart Patch Dense Shade be used in Texas or other warm-climate states? 
A: Pennington Smart Patch Dense Shade can be used across the entire United States. 

13. Q: How should I apply Pennington Smart Patch Dense Shade for the best results? 
A: For best results, apply Pennington Smart Patch Dense Shade by first loosening the soil in 
the bare spot area to improve seed-to-soil contact, then spreading the 3-in-1 mix evenly 
over the area at the recommended rate of 10 lb. per 200 sq. ft. Water the treated area 
consistently to keep the seed and mulch layer moist until germination occurs and seedlings 
are established. Avoid heavy foot traffic on newly seeded areas until the grass has had time 
to root and fill in. 

 


