ow to Buy the Best
ome-Center Lumber

Most DiYers shop for lumber at the home certer, but with 30 many choices in
multtiple aisles, how do you know what boards to choose? Here's an ovendew
of the boards you can get, plus some belpful tips far selecting the best anes.

What sizes of boards can | buy?

Lumber sald in a hardwara stara is all milled to standard thicknasses and widths, s commanly
rafarrad o as "1-by™ ar "2-by™ for tha thickness in inchas, followad by tha width in inches.
Sa, you'll haar lumber refarred to as 1x6 {(ona-by-siy), 24 {hwo-by-faur), atea.

This can ba confusing bacauss thasa numbears don’t dasoribs
tha trua dimansions of the boands. 1x6 ar 2x4 refars ta tha
“naminal” thicknass and width, which ara grastar than tha "actual”

thicknazss and width. Tha chart balow shows tha diffaranca

batwaan nominal and actual sizes af comman boards. nal Actual
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Hara's why that's important for your prajacts: * s
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o |f wou'ra using a prajact plan, the materials list might say you naad
a 1x4 board {tha naminal sizg), but tha dimansions in tha plan will 1" % 4° BT A"
show %" x 3%" (tha actual siz).
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o |f you'ra drawing up your own prajact, ba sura o usa tha actual
dimansions. Ifyou accidant ally dasign your prajact using thea 1" % B° BT T
noaminal dimansions, it may nat comea togathar as you had plannad
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