
FAQS – Pennington Smart Patch Tall Fescue 

1. Q: What is Pennington Smart Patch Tall Fescue and what does it do? 
A: Pennington Smart Patch Tall Fescue is a 3-in-1 bare spot repair kit that combines grass 
seed, mulch, and fertilizer in a single product. It is designed specifically to repair bare spots 
in tall fescue lawns, delivering quick, dense regrowth without the need to purchase 
separate materials. The all-in-one formula simplifies the lawn repair process for DIY 
homeowners. 

2. Q: How much area does the Smart Patch Tall Fescue cover? 
A: The 5 lb. bag of Pennington Smart Patch Tall Fescue covers up to 100 square feet, the 10 
lb. bag covers up to 200 square feet, and the 30 lb. bag covers up to 600 square feet of bare 
lawn area. This makes it well suited for repairing multiple bare spots or larger damaged 
areas in a tall fescue lawn. Coverage is based on standard application rates for bare spot 
repair. 

3. Q: What three things are included in Smart Patch Tall Fescue? 
A: Smart Patch Tall Fescue is a 3-in-1 product that includes tall fescue grass seed, mulch, 
and fertilizer — all combined in one bag. This eliminates the need to buy and apply three 
separate lawn care products. The integrated mulch helps retain moisture while the fertilizer 
supports early seedling establishment. 

4. Q: How do you use Smart Patch grass seed? 
A: To use Pennington Smart Patch Tall Fescue, apply the product directly to bare spots in 
your lawn — no mixing or additional materials are needed. The 3-in-1 formula already 
contains grass seed, mulch, and fertilizer, so you simply spread it over the damaged area 
and water it in. Consistent watering after application is essential to support germination 
and establishment. 

5. Q: Is Smart Patch Tall Fescue good for shady lawns? 
A: Yes, Pennington Smart Patch Tall Fescue is described as best for partial shade, making it 
a strong choice for lawns that receive filtered or limited sunlight. Tall fescue is naturally 
more shade-tolerant than many warm-season grasses, making this product a practical 
option for areas beneath trees or along shaded fence lines. It is suited for quick, dense 
repair even in lower-light conditions. 

6. Q: Can Smart Patch Tall Fescue handle foot traffic? 
A: Yes, the 30 lb. Smart Patch Tall Fescue product is noted to handle foot traffic, making it 
appropriate for lawn areas that see regular use. Tall fescue is known for its durability and 
wear tolerance, which helps repaired areas hold up after the grass is established. Allow the 
newly seeded area adequate time to germinate and root before resuming heavy use. 

7. Q: Is tall fescue a good grass for home lawns? 
A: Tall fescue is widely considered a good choice for home lawns due to its tolerance for 
partial shade, foot traffic, and variable conditions. It produces a dense, durable turf that 
performs well in transition zones between warm and cool climates. Products like 



Pennington Smart Patch Tall Fescue make it easy to maintain and restore tall fescue lawns 
when bare spots develop. 

8. Q: What are the drawbacks of tall fescue? 
A: Tall fescue can appear coarser in texture compared to fine-bladed grasses like Kentucky 
bluegrass or fine fescues. It also grows in clumps if not seeded densely, which can create 
an uneven appearance in a lawn. However, when applied correctly with a product like 
Smart Patch Tall Fescue, dense seeding helps minimize these issues and produces a more 
uniform lawn surface. 

9. Q: Is tall fescue soft? 
A: Tall fescue has a moderately coarse texture compared to finer-bladed cool-season 
grasses, so it is generally not considered among the softest lawn grasses. However, 
modern tall fescue varieties have been improved to produce a finer, more aesthetically 
pleasing blade. Pennington Smart Patch Tall Fescue uses improved tall fescue seed suited 
for residential lawn repair and everyday use. 

10. Q: Is October too late to plant tall fescue grass seed? 
A: October may be too late in many regions, as tall fescue germinates best when soil 
temperatures are between 50°F and 65°F, which typically corresponds to late summer 
through mid-fall. Planting too late risks seedlings failing to establish before the first hard 
frost. For best results with Pennington Smart Patch Tall Fescue, aim to seed in early-to-mid 
fall to allow sufficient root development before winter. 

11. Q: What are common mistakes when laying grass seed for bare spot repair? 
A: The most common mistakes include not preparing the bare area properly before seeding, 
failing to water consistently after application, and applying seed too thinly. With Smart 
Patch Tall Fescue, the mulch component helps retain soil moisture, but regular watering is 
still critical to support germination. Applying adequate coverage — one 5 lb. bag covers up 
to 100 sq. ft., one 10 lb. bag covers up to 200 sq. ft., and one 30 lb. bag covers up to 600 sq. 
ft. — also helps ensure a dense, even repair. 

12. Q: Does Smart Patch Tall Fescue work for repairing bare spots, or is it for new lawn 
establishment? 
A: Pennington Smart Patch Tall Fescue is specifically designed for repairing bare spots in 
existing tall fescue lawns, not for establishing an entirely new lawn from scratch. Its 3-in-1 
formula of seed, mulch, and fertilizer is optimized for targeted spot repair to quickly restore 
damaged or thinning areas. For full new lawn seeding projects, a standalone tall fescue 
grass seed product would be more appropriate. 

13. Q: What grass type problems is Smart Patch Tall Fescue designed to solve? 
A: Smart Patch Tall Fescue is designed to address bare spots — areas where grass has 
died, thinned, or failed to grow — in tall fescue lawns. These bare spots can result from 
heavy foot traffic, drought stress, disease, pet damage, or other causes. The product's 3-in-
1 design makes it a convenient, all-in-one solution that eliminates the need to diagnose 
which individual product to purchase for the repair. 



14. Q: How is Pennington Smart Patch Tall Fescue different from regular grass seed? 
A: Unlike regular grass seed, Pennington Smart Patch Tall Fescue is a 3-in-1 product that 
combines tall fescue grass seed with mulch and fertilizer in a single ready-to-use bag. 
Standard grass seed requires you to separately purchase and apply mulch and starter 
fertilizer for best results. The Smart Patch formulation simplifies the entire bare spot repair 
process into one step, making it faster and more accessible for everyday homeowners. 

 


