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HOW TO OBTAIN A PROFESSIONAL FINISH 
BEFORE YOU PAINT/STAIN  
1.  Inspect the door and sand imperfect ions as needed.  For wood or veneer doors,  ensure 
to always sand with  the grain.  Use wood putty to f i l l  holes and wood imperfect ions.  
When using wood putty  ensure it  is  dry  and sanded pr ior  to paint ing or  staining.   
2 .  Doors with  glass have a protect ive f i lm on the glass.  I f  any port ion of the glass is  
exposed,  use masking tape or  painters ’  tape to cover the area.  Do not remove 
protect ive f i lm unt i l  door is  painted or  stained  
3.  Wipe door down removing dust  and dirt  with  a tack c loth  to ensure a dust  free f in ish .   
4 .  Paint  in fo l lowing order for  door type.  I f  you are not us ing a stain with  a sealer  an 
addit ional  sealer  wil l  be needed on top of the stain to seal  the door.  Consult  your stain 
suppl ier  and fo l low the manufacturer 's  instruct ions.   
 
STAIN/PAINT RECOMMENDATIONS  
1.  F inish  doors with  the door lay ing hor izontal  on a bench or  workhorse.  Spraying is  
recommended for  uniform results .   
2 .  Remove any excess paint  or  stain from the corners of the panels or  l ite gr i l les by 
feather ing with  a dry  1"  brush .   
3.  Al low paint/stain to dry  thoroughly  before apply ing a second coat .  Consult  the paint  
manufacturer ’s  instruct ions for  dry ing t imes.  Sand in-between coats.  Do not sand the 
f inal  topcoat.   
4 .  Al l  s ix  s ides of the door must be sealed.   
5.  After  the door is  painted or  stained and 
completely  dry ,   
instal l  hardware.  
6.  French doors or  doors with  glass:  Remove 
protect ive  
f i lm immediately  after  f in ish ing the door.  Use a 
sharp  
blade or  ut i l ity  knife to cut  away the protect ive 
plast ic   
f i lm leaving c lean edges around the l ites .  Use 
protect ive  
gloves dur ing th is  process.   
7.  I f  f in ish ing more than one door,  complete one 
door and evaluate the f in ish  before f in ish ing 
mult iple doors.   
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                     
STORAGE AND HANDLING  
•  Del iver  doors to the building s ite after  the plaster ,  drywal l  and/or concrete are dry .  
•  Store f lat  on a level  surface in a c lean,  dry ,  wel l  vent i lated building.  Protect  from dirt ,  
water and abuse.  Al low air  c irculat ion.  Cover the top door with  a moisture barr ier .   
•  Doors should not be subjected to abnormal or  sudden var iat ions in heat ,  dryness or  
humidity .  Recommended humidity  and temperature are 25% – 55% RH and 50°F –  90°F 
( 10°C –  32°C) .   
•  Doors should be stored at  least  10'  away from any heat source.  Excessive heat on a 
door creates uneven dry ing which results  in warping,  spl itt ing,  and bowing on the door 
surfaces.   
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•  Doors should be acc l imatized to the average prevail ing humidity  and temperature 
before hanging for  at  least  48 hours.  In below-zero or extreme temperatures,  doors 
should be stored properly  in a dry  building at  normal room temperatures for  at  least  72 
hours before hanging.   
•  Handle with  c lean hands or  gloves and do not drag doors across other surfaces.   
 
 
PREPARATION  
Doors should acc l imate to the environment where they wil l  be instal led for  a minimum 
of 48 hours under normal room temperatures condit ions (72 Hours in extreme weather 
condit ions) .  Avoid f in ish ing immediately  after  a rain or  damp weather and dur ing 
per iods of h igher than average humidity .  In very  dry  condit ions,  the door should be 
f in ished r ight  after  the wrapping is  removed.  Ensure adequate air  f low around al l  
surfaces of the door when condit ioning.  Fol low the paint/stain manufacturer ’s  
instruct ions not ing both temperature and humidity  recommendations.  Remove al l  
hardware before f in ish ing.   
PRE-PRIMED DOORS  
Light sanding of pre-pr imed doors pr ior  to paint ing is  recommended.  I f  pr imer has been 
removed or damaged from any part  of the door dur ing sh ipping or  handl ing,  l ight ly  sand 
and re-pr ime the exposed areas.  Fol low the pr imer manufacturer ’s  instruct ions for  
appl icat ion.  I f  addit ional  pr imer is  used,  ensure the pr imer meets the desired f in ished 
door results.  Ensure the pr imer is  compatible with  both the paint  and pr imed door.   
PRIMER  
Molded panel  doors and white f lush doors are pr imed.  I f  pr imer has been removed or 
damaged from any part  of the door dur ing sh ipping or  handl ing,  remove handl ing marks 
by l ight ly  sanding before re-pr iming al l  areas where it  is  removed.  I f  addit ional  pr imer 
is  used ensure the paint  meets the desired f in ished door results .  Fol low the pr imer 
manufacturer ’s  instruct ions for  appl icat ion.  Ensure the pr imer is  compatible with  both 
the paint  and pr imed door.   
UNPRIMED DOORS  
Fil l  any holes and blemishes with  color  match ing wood f i l ler .  Al l  doors wil l  require a l ight  
sanding to ensure a uniform f in ish .  Remove handl ing marks by l ight ly  sanding before 
apply ing f in ish .  Surface should be c lean and dry ,  free of al l  d irt ,  grease,  glue,  stains and 
machine marks.   
PAINT  
Recommended:  a h igh-qual ity  semi-gloss,  water-based or  o i l-based paint .  Consult  with  
your topcoat suppl ier  for  the correct  paint  to work with  your door .  Fol low the paint  
manufacturer ’s  instruct ions.  A qual ity  f in ish  is  ach ieved with  a minimum of two coats 
fo l lowing the paint  manufacturer ’s  instruct ions for  dry ing t ime and appl icat ion.  Not 
recommended:  dark or  h igh gloss paints .  I f  a higher qual ity  f in ish  is  preferred addit ional  
coats and sanding wil l  be required fo l lowing the coat ing manufacturer ’s  instruct ions.   
STAIN   
Recommended:  a h igh-qual ity  water-based or o i l-based stain.  Fol low the paint  or  stain 
manufacturer ’s  instruct ions.  Do not th in stain with  water or  other chemicals.  I f  humidity  
is  h igh or  diff icult  to  control ,  h igh qual ity  o i l  stain is  recommended.  I t  is  recommended 
to test  stains and paint  on wood doors to ensure an acceptable f in ish .  F inished doors 
must be al lowed t ime to dry  in accordance with  the paint  or  stain manufacturer ’s  
recommendations. 


